u8          MORAL, EVIL IN LONDON

workers, or by their own employers; others came from
various charitable organizations or associations, girls'
clubs and orphanages. A few discovered the Homes
through advertisements and made personal application.

From the above it appears that the means at present
operating to bring information as to the available
rescue provision to the notice of those who may be in
need of it are of a somewhat fortuitous nature. A
steady flow of individual cases is observed along a few
well-defined channels, for instance, from the emergency
of Police Court or hospital work, or where distress of
the open street encounters well-informed units of the
Police or Women Police. These are .all emergency
channels opening, like safety-valves, only where the
situation is acute. As regards less urgent needs, and
purely preventive work, there are, of course, existing
lines along which the necessary information is
communicated, but the organization does not appear to
be by any means well co-ordinated or comprehensive.
It is likely that considerable improvement could be
effected here, and it is a question whether an increase
in the efficiency of this machinery would not result in
the Voluntary Homes receiving applications consider-
ably in excess of the numbers with which they are now
competent to cope.

If it should be found possible in the future to make
still more active attempts to reach the girls and women
in need, rather than to wait for them to discover, or
be brought to, the Homes, certain details would seem
to call for first consideration. There is at present
undoubtedly a deficiency of street-patrol workers,
particularly in certain areas. This work is one of the
most difficult forms which a rescue worker can
attempt; it is often most distasteful also, but the
results achieved are highly encouraging. Many girls
in urgent need, and many others on the verge of the
abyss, could certainly be reclaimed in this way. Since
the reduction in the strength of the Women Police in